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ULYSSES MOTORCYCLIST CLUB — ALBANY VISIT 

Statement by Member for Albany 
MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.51 pm]: This weekend 2 500 motorbikes will come to Albany with the 
Ulysses Club. The Ulysses Club is a club for older motorcyclists. It is the largest organisation of its kind in 
Australia. It had its inaugural meeting in Sydney on 6 December 1983 when the five people present approved a 
basic constitution and the Ulysses Club was formed. The name comes from a poem of the same title by 
Lord Alfred Tennyson. It tells how the great Greek hero Ulysses, now middle-aged and securely in charge of his 
kingdom of Ithaca, is getting bored with things around him and longs to go adventuring again with his shipmates 
of old. The club has over 120 branches throughout Australia and continues to grow. The branches arrange rides 
and social functions for club members in their location. Each year club members from around Australia, as well 
as from overseas, travel to a designated location for the annual general meeting—an event that has grown from a 
campover meeting and meal in the early days to a major event. The event now spans a week and incorporates the 
involvement of major motorcycle manufacturers and suppliers who provide trade displays and test rides of the 
latest machinery. There is also a grand parade through the town or city, several nights of entertainment; even a 
church service. What are its aims? To provide ways that older motorcyclists can get together for companionship 
and mutual support; to show by example that motorcycling can be an enjoyable and practical activity for people 
of all ages; and to draw the attention of the public and private institutions to the needs and views of older riders. 
Over 5 000 members of the Ulysses Club will be in Albany for over a week. On behalf of the people of Albany, 
we welcome them. 
 


